REASONS Humbly Offered + 
1O0 TH 


Honourable Houſe of Common: 


For Paſling the Bill for Eſtabliſhing a 


Court of Conſcience in VVeſtminſter. 


In Reply to ſeveral Papers lately diſtributed in oppoſition to it. 

Firſt. Þ His Bill only 1atends'to take away Tryals by Jury, where the Cauſe is under 40 5. which 
will be a very great caſe to the Subject, ſave the Plantiff and Defendant above twice 
the debt in arreſts, putting in ſpecial Bail, and Attorney s and other Fees in proceeding 

| in the Marſhalls Court, And the Matter may with much eaſe be decided by Honeſt Gentle- 

men of the Neighbourhood ; and thereby the parties fairly Reconciled, to follow their Lawful callings, 
and conſequently be preſeryed from falling to the charge of the Pariſh: - 
Secondly. The Parliament in paſſing this Act doth not Prejudice the Law in it's Fuunamentals, but 
only puts a check tothe Exorbitancies and Exactions of many Perſons inthe Marſhalls Court, who 
aim only arArreſts and the bringing thePoor and Ignorant People into their clutches, and are much ſtart- 
led at this Act, fearing the Poor will thereby be relieved againſt their Rapine and Violence. | 
This Bill doth not intend co veſt the power only in unlearned Shopkeepers, as is faſly inſinuated 
by thoſe who diſparage the Judges not named, for the Parliament may if they pleaſe find Hundreds 
of Able and Honeft Gentlemen, to reconcile ſuch petty differences and ſave the miſpending 3 J. to 
recover ſometimes 30 3. 20s. 10. or F 5, and ſuch like petty ſumms, which are the accuſtomed Fees 
for Plantiff and ndant in any ſuch ſuit. | 
The Reaſoner obſerves that the Bill for the Court of Conſcience deſigns the preventing of the 
expence of great Summs in Petty Suits ; and then ſpeaks of the eaſe and quickneſs of the recovery in 
the Marſhalls and other Inferiour Courts, and that upon a tender in Court the Plantiff proeceds on 

Peril of Coſt, but never mentioneth the Exactions Extort ions occaſioned by Arreſts in Inferiour 

Courts, which are the great Oppreſſions and Grieyances now under conſideration. 

It is agreed that juries may be challenged, or have an attaint brought againſt them, or the Party 
grieved may have an appeal or new Tryal, in which pany rea; y EX the remedy is 

than the diſeaſe; for t 2 in Inferiour Courts, are ſuch mean Perſons that it is not worth while 

to bring an attaint, and the conſequence of procuring a Tryal, where the matter is under 40 f. is obvi= 


ous to every one. 
Matters under 40 3. cannot meet with ſuch difficulty as the Reaſoner ſup unleſs the Parliament 


put in weaker Judges than thoſe hg make Irrational Objections: And it is plainly evident that he or 
they who give their weak Reaſofis againſt this Bill, declare ſo much of his or their Intereſt in 
oppreſling the Poor by Vexatious Suits. That every indi Perſon will conclude the Reaſons anſwer 


themſelves, and that the Subſequent Objections this Bill muſt certainly Flow from Southwark, 
or ſome other place where the Perſons concerned, may dread & Court of Conſcience, not ſo much from 
any Real Inconvenience from ſuch a Court, as from the Apprehenſions they are under, that it may 
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aim only arArreſts and the bringing thePoor and Ignorant People into their clutches, and are much fart: 
ledat this AR, fearing the Poor will thereby be relieved againſt their Rapine and Violence | 

This Bill doth not intend to veſt the power only in unlearned Shopkeepers, as is fully inſinuated 
by thoſe who diſparage the Judges not named, for the Parliament may if they pleaſe find Hundreds 
of Able and Honeft Gentlemen, to reconcile ſuch petty differences and ſaye the miſpending 5 J. to 
recover ſometimes 30 3. 20s. 10. or 5. and ſuch like petty ſumms, which are the accuſtomed Fees 
for Plantiff and Defendant in any ſuch ſuit. | 

The Reaſoner obſerves that the Bill for the Court of Conſcience deſigns the preventing of the 
expence of great Summs in Petty Suits; and then ſpeaks of the eaſe and quickaeſs of the recovery in 
the Marſhalls and other Inferiour Courts, and that upon a tender in Court the Plantiff $ ON 
Peril of Coſt, but never mentloneth the Exactions Extort ions occaſioned by Arreſts in Inferiour 
Courts, which are the great Oppreſſions and Grievances now under conſideration. 

It is agreed that Juries may be challenged, or have an attaint brought againſt them, or the pany 
grieved may have an appeal or new Tryal, in which 1 y EX the remedy is 
than the diſcaſe ; for the Jurors in Inferiour Courts, are inch mean Perſons that it is not worth while 
to bring an attaint, and the conſequence of procuring a Tryal, where the matter is under 40 f. is obvi- 
Ons to every one. 

Matters under 40 s. cannot meet with ſuch difficulty as the Reaſoger ſuppoſes, unleſs the Parliament 
put in weaker Judges than thoſe who make Irrational Objections: And it is plainly evident that he or 
they who give their weak Reaſofis againſt this — declare ſo much of his or their Intereſt in 


oppreſling the Poor by Vexatious Suits. That every ent Perſon will conclude the Reaſons anſwer 


themſelves, and that the Subſequent Objections againſt this Bill muſt certainly Flow from Southwark, 
or ſome other place where the Perſons concerned, may dread a Court of Conſcience, not fo much from 
any Real Inconvenience from ſuch a Court, as from the Apprehenſions they are under, that it may 
abridge their private intereſt, 

The exception, that it will entice People to forſwear themſelves, i as groundleſs as envious : For 
the Bill makes Proviſion againſt ſuch danger, by leaving it to the Integrity and Diſcretion of the Com- 


miffioners, who are ſworn to do Juſtice, &c. 

For his charge, that the Bill is contrary to Law, would never have been expreſſed (much leſs in 
Print) but by one who is ſo miſerable a Pauper in Reaſon, Conſcience, and Experience, as to dare 
to declaim againſt ſo good a work that was managed by City Law above Fourſcore Years : And after- 
wards confirmed by two Parliaments in the Reign of King James the Firſt, and made a. Statute Law, 
which having been found of ſo general good to the City of London, the like Courts have been ſince 
granted by Act of Parliament to ſeveral other Corporations, ſo that further to trace this Trivial and 
Biaſſed Caviler, were to fall under the ſame guilt of Ignorance and Preſumption, with the Reaſoner, by 
two far diſcuſſing what hath been. Enacted and commended by Supream Authority. 

Upon the whole, the Perſons who oppoſe this Bill are only as the Bill it ſelf prays reliefagainſt; And 
for their Clamours, or Multiplicity of Papers, they are too dull and ridieulous to deſerve an Anſwer, 
and rather argue that they depend more upon the ſtrength of their intereſt than the merits of the cauſe. 

Laſtly. That this Bill is ouly deſigned to create Offices to the r is falſe in fact, as is evident 
from the repeated Petitions of the Inhabitants: But granting what they ſay in that Point to be true, 
That the Regiſter's place were worth near 300 l. per Annum, That moſt certainly is very inconſide- 
rable in Compariſon to the vaſt Summs which are extorted from the Poor by the Bayliffs and other 
Officers of the Marſhalls Court, which upon a Modeſt Computation cannot amount to leſs than 
Joooo l. per Annum. s 

To conclude, it is humbly hoped that the Parliament upon theſe and many other Conſiderations will 
paſs the Bill ro Erect a Court of Conſcience in Weſtminſter ; which beyond all doubt has as much need 


of it as Lenden, Briſtol, Glonceſter, or auy other place. 


